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Report of the Ninth Meeting of the Sponsors Group for the 

Global Observing Systems
Participants: Arthur DAHL (UNEP), Noberto FERNANDEZ (UNEP), Donald HINSMAN (WMO), John LATHAM (FAO), Dietrich E. LEIHNER (FAO), Steve LONERGAN (UNEP), Robert MISSOTTEN (UNESCO), Thomas ROSSWALL (ICSU), Robert SCHOLES (GTOS) and Jeff TSCHIRLEY (FAO)
Attended: Reuben Sessa (FAO) and Géraud Servin (FAO)

1
Organization of the session 

The Chair, Mr Leihner, welcomed the participants to the 9th Session of the G3OS meeting. He framed the agenda of the meeting in relation to recent events such as the GEO process and IGOS initiative. The agenda was modified so that additional time could be devoted to elaborating new terms of reference which would reflect the new role that G3OS should play in the international community.
2
Review of the Organization of the Eighth session 

Mr Rosswall reported the small number of comments that had been received on the draft report had been integrated and the 8th G3OS meeting report should be considered final.
Mr Tschirley reviewed the action items from the 8th session.
Action 1 - Done
In the interest of efficiency, it was decided that from now on the organization chairing the G3OS meeting will prepare and then circulate a draft report for comments; ideally, this will occur immediately following the meeting. After a brief period for comments, the chairing organization will make appropriate changes and then circulate the report to the Sponsors and submit it to be posted on the G3OS web page. Matters arising or questions concerning the report could be raised at the following meeting, where final approval will also occur.

Action 2 – Done, will be discussed under item 6 of agenda
FAO agreed to take the lead in preparing draft new terms of reference, or some similar document (e.g. a letter of agreement; but not a Memorandum of Understanding) and will circulate them before the next G3OS meeting. These guidelines should make it clear that the G3OS does not have any authority over any observing systems, but should encourage involvement and coordination, and information exchange where appropriate. Approval could occur at the next G3OS session, once all members have read and commented on the draft document.

Action 3 

3a: Underway

GCOS to identify the climate products in each of the IGOS-P Themes.

3b: There have been discussions, but no specific follow-up has been developed
The G3OS members supported the suggestion in the AR2 to have a JCOMM-like body for terrestrial observations (FAO-WMO). FAO and WMO are to inform the G3OS on their progress at the next G3OS meeting.

3c: Prepared but was not discussed at the 9th G3OS meeting
FAO, as the next chair of the G3OS, was invited to lead a discussion at the next meeting on coordinating activities with ongoing international scientific initiatives (e.g. CSD and WSSD). 

Action 4 – Done, results in meeting documents 17 and 18 (at: www.fao.org/gtos/meetG3OS.html)
Mr Summerhayes, as the G3OS liaison to CEOS WGEdu, will attend its next meeting and then update the G3OS on his efforts to incorporate G3OS concerns, such as the integration of the socio-economic perspective into the IGOS Themes and the importance of in situ data. 

Action 5 – Done, see annex III of 8th G3OS meeting report
The G3OS members agreed to make interventions at the 10th IGOS-P meeting and review subsequent actions at the next G3OS meeting.

Action 6 – Done, but may no longer be required now that a new IGOS-P website has been developed? FAO suggests that G3OS should be maintained within the IGOS-P website.
Mr Summerhayes to contact the IOC web master Ms Gazagne to create a separate G3OS web page.

Action 7 - Done
FAO will contact participants with the date and draft agenda of the 9th meeting of the G3OS which will be held at FAO headquarters in Rome.

3
G3OS Reports – Issues of Strategic Interest to the Sponsors
Presentations were given on GCOS, GOOS, GTOS and GOSIC developments. Documents can be downloaded from the GTOS website (documents 10, 11, 12 and 16): www.fao.org/gtos/meetG3OS.html
GCOS

Mr Hinsman regretted that both the GCOS Chairman and Programme Director were unable to attend the meeting. He reported on the main GCOS developments, including:
Preparation of the “Second Report on the Adequacy of the Global Observing Systems for Climate in support of the UNFCCC” (Second Adequacy Report, available at www.wmo.int/web/gcos). The report provides those interested in climate observations with a balanced statement of the needs and priorities for furthering its efforts to implement improvements to climate observing systems globally. The major conclusions from the Report were endorsed by the WMO Congress and by the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties (COP-9) through adoption of decision 11/CP.9.

Development of the “Implementation Plan for the Global Observing Systems for Climate in Support of the UNFCCC”, in response to decision 11/CP.9. The draft plan is being made available for open review by governments and scientists through direct notification and through the GCOS Homepage at: www.wmo.ch/web/gcos. The period for open review and comment will last from 14 May to 9 July 2004. This Implementation Plan will be submitted to the SBSTA at its 21st session in Buenos Aires in December 2004.
GOOS

Mr Missotten apologized that Mr Bernal was not able to attend due to personal reasons. He announced that the new GOOS director should be appointed shortly. He reported on the main GOOS developments, including:

· Pilot Projects (including the Global Ocean Data Assimilation Experiment, GODAE);

· Regional developments;

· Capacity Building exercises (which are key to the GOOS strategic plan);

· Developments of the joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM);
· 21st IOC Assembly review of the organizational structure of GOOS;

· GOOS input to the GEO process.

Mr Missotten noted that capacity building was a key strategic element of GOOS and encouraged the observing systems to be more involved in capacity building initiatives.
GTOS
Mr Latham presented the current developments of the GTOS initiative and panels.
GOFC-GOLD has been very active in a number of activities (global synthesis of rapid area change; global products with CEOS, FAO FRA assessment; status of tropical forests; SIBERIA 2 and Boreal Forest project; UN Global Land Cover Network (GLCN); fire products, and the new land cover office in Jena. FAO/UNEP have co-sponsored the development.
FAO/UNEP with EU-JRC has co-sponsored the development of a harmonised global land cover product at 1 km( for the year 2000)  based on the Land Cover classification System of FAO/UNEP. This product will be followed by a new joint ESA, JRC, FAO UNEP, GOFC/GOLD product at 300-500 metre resolution in 2005 based on the same land classification standard.

TCO has a new Panel and Chairman (Mr Quegan) which have revised the implementation plan and have been involved in workshops in improving the quantification of global carbon cycle fluxes and harmonization of carbon reporting.
TOPC has mainly focused on the second Report on the Adequacy of Global Climate Observing Systems and the Implementation Plan for the Global Observing Systems for Climate in Support of the UNFCCC.
The developments in TEMS, Coastal GTOS and NPP activities were also presented (details in the GTOS Biennial Report: www.fao.org/gtos/gtospub/pub34.html). Mr Latham reported that due to the cuts in FAO budgets alternative funds were needed to sustain the GTOS Secretariat and its activities. Alternative sources of funding are being identified using the implementation plans and the development of regional and nationally driven programmes.
GOSIC
Mr Servin provided an overview of the Global Observing Systems Information Center (GOSIC, www.gosic.org/default.htm) which is funded by NOAA and provides access to data and information as well as an overview of the structure and programmes for the Global Observing Systems. Mr Servin demonstrated the functionalities of GOSIC through its internet portal and demonstrated the new data matrix that GOSIC developed with GTOS.
Discussion on presentations
Action 1

Mr Rosswall praised the work being carried out by GOSIC and requested a copy of the GOSIC review (has already been sent to him). He also requested that FAO, GTOS and GOSIC review the draft data management report developed by the ICSU CSPR Assessment Panel.
Action 2
2a. As the GOSIC presentation was received positively by participants Mr Tschirley suggested that the next agency to host the G3OS meeting (UNEP) should present an emerging or topical theme.
2b. It was agreed that presentations from the observing systems are no longer required at the meetings (the documents provided before the meting are sufficient).
Action 3
As GTOS is undergoing revision of its activities, Mr Tschirley was interested in the current restructuring of GOOS and requested that GOOS provides any relevant documentation and information.

Action 4
GOOS should provide Mr Rosswall the new GOOS implementation plan and any additional documents relevant to the sub-commission on socio-economic data.
4
Coordination of capacity building activities
Documentation prepared by Mr Summerhayes (now Executive Director of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research, SCAR) was sent prior to the meeting by Mr Thorkild Aarupation of GOOS. Mr Summerhayes reports that the G3OS and IGOS-P are now using the CEOS Working Group on Education and Training (WGEdu) to provide a communications and outreach package for use by developing countries for the benefit of all G3OS communities. Details are available in meeting documents 17 and 18. The IOC/GOOS contacts on the CEOS WGEdu are now Ehrlich Desa and Justin Ahanhanzo. It is also suggested that representatives from GCOS and GTOS should also attend WGEdu meetings.

5
ICSU Priority Area Assessment on Environment and its Relation to Sustainable Development
Thomas Rosswall presented the results of the report (available at: www.icsu.org/1_icsuinscience/ENVI_Paa_1.html). He also notified the G3OS participants that although ICSU still supports the Observing Systems (GCOS, GOOS and GTOS) from 2005 ICSU would no longer financially support them.
6
New Terms of Reference for G3OS
The value-added benefit of the G3OS was discussed. G3OS meets once annually, one day prior to the IGOS Partnership meeting. Following a full discussion it was agreed that G3OS had some benefits: e.g. an arena to develop new ideas and a mechanism to represent the observing systems at IGOS and during the GEO process. It was noted that G3OS is currently the only horizontal mechanism of communication between the observing systems.
The general consensus between the participants was therefore that G3OS should be maintained but should be more action-oriented rather than a reporting mechanism. The Sponsors should come together to agree on a common strategy and provide clear guidelines for the Observing Systems. The sponsors should develop a common strategy towards IGOS and GEO and be present at these initiatives.

It was therefore agreed that new terms of reference were needed. These were prepared and endorsed by the participants (see Annex 3). It was agreed that the representatives of the Observing Systems should attend the G3OS meetings to provide technical support in discussions but will not give presentations on their current activities (a report submitted before the meeting is considered to be sufficient).
It was agreed that the progress made by the G3OS members under the new terms of reference would be reviewed at the 10th G3OS meeting. Mr Hinsman agreed that WMO would host the 11th G3OS meeting as long as the objectives were being fulfilled.
It was also agreed that more technical meetings (or telecoms) could be held to address specific issues. Regular telecoms could be held between the Sponsors (for example every two months).
Action 5
UNEP, as next host to the G3OS meeting, should contact the sponsors to ascertain if they would like to hold an informal telecom every two months.

7
G3OS participation in GEO
The Chair reported on the results of the GEO-4 meeting (Tokyo, Japan, 22-23 April 2004, full documentation available at: http://earthobservations.org/documents.asp?sec=geo4). 
One of the main tasks was the adoption of a communiqué and the framework document, the purpose of which is to create the structure to develop a detailed 10-Year Implementation Plan and provide a solid politically endorsed platform for the Implementation Plan Task Team (IPTT) and the supporting subgroups. The outline of a 10-year Implementation Plan Outline was also presented and discussed. The plan is still at the early stages but nine areas of social benefit have been identified (Disasters, Health, Energy, Climate, Water, Weather, Ecosystems, Agriculture, Biodiversity). During the meeting, Mr Leihner indicated that FAO would take the lead in developing the Agriculture Theme of the implementation plan.
Mr Leihner also reported that the IGOS side event was very successful with a large number of people attending the event, many of which we non IGOS members.

The Summit agreed on the key observation areas and objectives (nine benefits such as reducing loss of life and property from natural and human induced disasters, understanding, assessing, predicting, mitigating, and adapting to climate variability and change and improving water resource management through better understanding of the water cycle).

The Summit observed the need to overcome the shortcomings of current observation systems (strengthen involvement of the developing countries, improve Earth observation technology, strengthen observation systems). The Summit identified the need for guidance for establishing a new Global Earth Observation System of Systems (strengthen existing observation systems, establishing successor international mechanism).
GEO is to take the necessary steps to have in place a draft 10-Year Implementation Plan before the Earth Observation Summit III to be hosted by the European Union in early 2005. 
The IPTT timeline is as follows:

· Special Working Session on Governance – Brussels, 27-28 September 2004

· GEO Sec meeting – 22 November 2004 
· GEO-5 Plenary – Ottawa, 29 November 2004
· GEO-6 Plenary – Brussels, 14-15 February 2005

· EO Summit III  - Brussels, 16 February 2005
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Discussion on GEO process

Mr Hinsman reported that the joint statement given by WMO on behalf of FAO, UNEP, UNESCO and WMO was well received at the Earth Observation Summit in Tokyo. Mr Lonergan and Mr Missotten noted that it was important to maintain this momentum. It was agreed that the heads of FAO, UNEP, UNESCO and WMO should continue to coordinate their position on the GEO process, especially in regards to maters related to IGOS and the issue of GEO governance. The latter should include the suggestion for a multilateral system of governance which should be supported by a co-sponsored secretariat (UN, Governments, etc.).
It was also suggested that G3OS should provide an input on the estimated costs for current observations and the additional funds required to reach the required level of monitoring. This issue has still not been addressed in the GEO process and the G3OS participants agreed that the cost implications should be realized. It was agreed that these inputs should be submitted to GEO-5 (29 November 2004). The document would need to be prepared by the official deadline for contributions (two weeks before GEO-5, i.e. 15 November 2004). 
Mr. Rosswall proposed that the other sponsors might invite also ICSU to sign any future joint statement.
Action 6
WMO is to coordinate the preparation of a joint statement from WMO, UNEP, FAO, ICSU, UNESCO to GEO 5 (29 November 2004). The deadline for the submission of inputs is the 15 November 2004.

WMO will arrange for a telecom to be held to finalize the statement before the 1 September 2004.

8
G3OS interventions at IGOS-P 11

Based on the discussions held during the meeting and after further discussions in regards to IGOS-P activities a list of G3OS interventions were made for the 11th IGOS Partners Meeting (see Annex 4).
9
Other buisness

No other issues were raised.
10
Next G3OS session
Mr Lonergan confirmed that UNEP would host the 10th G3OS meeting and will inform the participants as soon as suitable dates have been identified.
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AGENDA
Wednesday, 26 May
        INDIA ROOM A327


9 am start
9.00
1. Organization of the session




     D. Leihner
1.1
Opening of the session 

1.2
Adoption of the agenda 
1.3
Working arrangements for the session 

9.15
2. Review of Eight G3OS session
2.1
Review of the draft report of the 8th session

    T. Rosswall
2.2
Review of the action items from the 8th session 
    J. Tschirley
9.45
3. G3OS Reports – Issues of Strategic Interest


      D. Leihner
3.1
GCOS






    D. Hinsman
3.2
GOOS






  R. Missotten
3.3
GTOS






       J. Latham
3.4
GOSIC – data management



       G. Servin
11.00
Coffee
11.30
4. Coordination of Capacity Building Activities


    J. Tschirley
11.45
5. ICSU Priority Area Assessment on Environment 

   T. Rosswall
and its Relation to Sustainable Development

12.00
6. Revision of G3OS terms of reference



   J. Tschirley
13.00
Lunch
14.15
6. cont. Revision of G3OS terms of reference


    J. Tschirley
15.30
Coffee
16.00
7. G3OS participation in GEO




      D. Leihner
16.15
8. Review of action items and preparation for IGOS-P11
     D. Leihner
16.35
9. Other business






     D. Leihner
16.50
10. Next session






     D. Leihner
12.1
Host for 2005
12.2
Date and venue for the next session

17.00
11. Closure of the session





     D. Leihner
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CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva, Switzerland

	tel.: (+41) 022 9178207
fax: (+41) 022 7973471
e-mail: dahla@unep.ch

	Norberto R. FERNANDEZ

Division of Early Warning and Assessment, UNEP

P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, KENYA


	tel.: (+254) 020 62 34 50
fax: (+254) 020 62 43 09
e-mail: norberto.fernandez@unep.org

	Donald HINSMAN

WMO, 7bis avenue de la Paix, Case Postale No. 2300

CH-1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland


	tel.: (+41) 22 7308285

fax: (+41) 22 7308021

e-mail: dhinsman@wmo.int

	John LATHAM
SDR, Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy


	tel.: (+39) 06 57054026
fax: (+39) 06 57053369
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Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy


	tel.: (+39) 06 57056196
fax: (+39) 06 57053369
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	tel.: (+33) 1 45684117
fax: (+33) 1 45685804
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	Thomas ROSSWALL
International Council for Science (ICSU)
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	tel.: (+33) 1 45250329
fax: (+33) 1 42889431
e-mail: thomas.rosswall@icsu.org

	Robert SCHOLES
CSIR - Environmentek

P.O. Box 395, Pretoria  0001, South Africa

	tel.: (+27) 012 8412045

fax: (+27) 012 8412689

e-mail: bscholes@csir.co.za

	Jeff TSCHIRLEY
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Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy


	tel: (+39) 06 57053450

fax: (+39) 06 57053369

e-mail: jeff.tschirley@fao.org
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New G3OS TORS

Terms of Reference for the

Sponsors Group for the Global

Observing Systems
(G3OS)
The G3OS Sponsors Group is an ad hoc group consisting of senior representatives of the sponsoring organizations (FAO, ICSU, UNEP, UNESCO and its IOC and WMO) of the global observing systems with multiple sponsors (GCOS, GOOS, GTOS).  Directors of the observing systems will be invited to attend G3OS meetings.

In order to develop common strategies when appropriate, the Sponsors Group will work together for one year until the 10th G3OS meeting with the following terms of reference:

· to ensure a common position and approach to G3OS participation in IGOS-P;

· to provide a platform for consultations and joint action in relation to major strategic issues, especially in relation to the GEO process.

The future of G3OS will be reviewed at its 10th meeting taking

note of the outcome of the 3rd EOS summit.
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Elements for G3OS interventions at IGOS-P 11

3.2 G30S has begun work to provide a consensus statement on GEO governance matters in time for consideration at the next GEO meeting (GEO-5), in Ottawa, Canada, 29-30 November 2004.
4.1 G3OS – the G3OS terms of reference have been revised to develop a common position and approaches when appropriate, the sponsors group will work together for one year until G3OS 10th meeting with the following TOR to focus on development.

· to ensure a common strategy for IGOS-P

· to provide a forum for consultations and joint action in relation to major strategic issues, especially relation to the GEO process

(see appendix 3 for G3OS ToR).

4.1 The future of G3OS will be reviewed at its 10th meeting taking note of the outcome of the 3rd EOS summit and other relevant developments.
4.1 UNEP will host the next G3OS meeting (10th) in Nairobi in May or June 2005. WMO would host the 11th G3OS meeting.
6.1 G3OS strongly supports the themes that are for approval and the newly proposed themes.

6.1 G3OS considers the coastal theme still not developed enough to be submitted. 

6.1 G3OS would support a process, led by IGOS co-chairs to approve the coastal theme by electronic means, barring this G3OS encourages CEOS to host a 11bis meeting (November) to endorse the coastal theme.
6.2 G3OS endorses the Atmospheric chemistry theme

7.0 G3OS suggests that the Chair of the Global Geodetic Observing System (Christoph Reigber) interacts with the Geohazards theme before developing a GGOS theme.
7.1 G3OS strongly endorses the land cover theme and several members of G3OS will lead its development. Several G3OS members will also provide financial support to develop the theme.
7.2 G3OS in principle endorses the cryosphere theme and hopes to see it developed to a level at which a proposal can be approved. G3OS adheres to the CEOS position on this theme.
8.2 G3OS request that more information on capacity building activities and initiatives is made available to its members.
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List of Acronyms
	AOPC
	Atmospheric Observation Panel for Climate

	AR2
	Second Report on the Adequacy of the Global Observing Systems for Climate

	CEOS
	Committee on Earth Observation Satellites

	COP-9
	Conference of the Parties, 9th session (Milan 1-12 Dec. 2003)

	CSD
	Commission on Sustainable Development 

	CSPR
	Committee on Scientific Planning and Review

	EOS
	Earth Observation Summit

	FAO
	Food and Agriculture Organisation

	FRA
	Forest Resource Assessment

	G3OS
	Sponsors Group for the Global Observing Systems

	GAW
	Global Atmosphere Watch

	GCOS
	Global Climate Observing System

	GLCN
	Global Land Cover Network

	GODEA
	Global Ocean Data Assimilation Experiment 

	GOFC-GOLD
	Global Observation of Forest and Land Cover Dynamics (GTOS) 

	GOOS
	Global Ocean Observing System

	GOS
	Global Observing Systems

	GOS/GAW
	Global Observing System/Global Atmosphere Watch 

	GOSIC
	Global Observing Systems Information Center

	GTOS
	Global Terrestrial Observing System

	IAG
	International Association of Geodesy

	ICSU
	International Council for Science

	IEEE
	Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers

	IGBP
	International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme

	IGFA
	International Group of Funding Agencies

	IGOS
	Integrated Global Observing Strategy

	IGOS-P
	Integrated Global Observing Strategy Partnership

	IOC
	Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission

	IPTT
	Implementation Plan Task Team

	ISCGM
	International Steering Committee for Global Mapping

	ISTS
	Initiative on Science and Technology for Sustainability 

	JCOMM
	Joint WMO-IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and MarineMeteorology

	NOAA
	National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

	OECD
	Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development

	OOPC
	Observation Panel for Climate

	PAA
	Priority Areas Assessment

	SBSTA
	Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice 

	TCO
	Terrestrial Carbon Observation

	TEMS
	Terrestrial Ecosystem Monitoring Sites

	TOPC
	Terrestrial Observing Panel for Climate

	TOR
	Terms of Reference

	UNEP
	United Nations Environment Programme

	UNESCO
	United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

	UNFCCC
	United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

	WCRP
	World Climate Research Programme

	WGEdu
	Working Group on Training and Education 

	WMO
	World Meteorological Organization

	WSSD
	World Summit on Sustainable Development
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